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SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE FIRST PLENARY SESSION  

 
Date: November 13, 2006 
Time: 9:30 a.m. 
Place: Sur América Conference Room, Radisson Hotel, San 

Salvador 
 

 
President:  Nilcéa Freire, President of the CIM 

 
 

Participants: 
 

Antigua and Barbuda Jaqui Quinn Leandro 
Argentina Magdalena Faillace 
The Bahamas Phedra Rahming 
Barbados Margot Greene 
Belice Carol Fonseca 
Canada Stephanie Allard 
Chile Laura Albornoz 
Colombia Martha Lucía Vázquez Zawadzky 
Costa Rica Jeannette Carrillo Madrigal 
Dominican Republic Yidelina Taten Brache 
Ecuador Jenny Lalama Fernández 
El Salvador Carmen Elena Calderón de Escalón 
Guatemala María Gabriela Núñez  
Honduras Selma Auristela Estrada López  
Jamaica Faith Webster 
Mexico Patricia Espinoza 
Nicaragua María Ester Vanegas López 
Panamá Edgar Spence Herrera 
Paraguay María José Argaña de Mateu 
Peru Ana Peña 
St. Kitts and Nevis Ingrid Charles Gumbs 
Saint Lucia Yasmin Solitahe Odlum 
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St. Vincent and the Grenadines Miriam Roache  
Suriname Chitrawatie Mohanlal 
Trinidad y Tobago Monica Williams 
United States Rita DiMartino 
Uruguay Carmen Beramendi  
Venezuela Moira Méndez 

 
Also present: 
 

Carmen Lomellin,   CIM Executive Secretary  
 

 
I. TOPICS CONSIDERED 

 
 

1. Ratification of the agreements reached during the informal session. 
 

a. Election of the Authorities of the Assembly 
President of the Assembly 
First Vice President of the Assembly 
Second Vice President of the Assembly 
Third Vice President of the Assembly 

 
b. Establishment of the Committees of the Assembly: 

 Committee on Credentials  
 Style Committee  
 Dialogue of Heads of Delegation. 
 General Committee.  
 Coordination Committee. 
 

c. Adoption of the Draft Agenda 
d. Assignment of topics 
e. Installation  of the Committees. 
f. Deadline for presenting draft resolutions. 
g. Calendar of  activities 
h. Order of Precedence of the Delegations 

 
 

2. Other matters 
 

 
II. PROCEEDINGS 

 
 

  The President opened the first plenary session of the XXXIII Assembly of Delegates of the 
Inter-American Comisión of Women. 
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1. Ratification of the agreements reached during the informal session. 
 

a. Election of the Authorities of the Assembly.  The following authorities of the 
Assembly were elected by acclamation during the first plenary sessions:  

 
President: Carmen Elena Calderón de Escalón, Principal Delegate of El Salvador 
First Vicepresident: Jaqui Quinn Leandro, Principal Delegate of Antigua and 

Barbuda  
Second Vicepresident: Martha Lucía Vázquez Zawadzky, Principal Delegate of 

Colombia 
Third Vicepresident: María José Argaña de Mateu, Principal Delegate of Paraguay 

 
 b. Installation of the Working Committees  
 
  Committee  on Credentials 
 
 Member: Chile 
 Member: Ecuador 
 Member: México 
 

 Style Committee 
 
 Miembro: Canadá. 

Miembro: Brasil 
   Miembro: Honduras 
   Miembro: Trinidad y Tobago 
 
   Dialogue of Heads of Delegation  
 

President:  Carmen Elena Calderòn de Escalòn 
   Vice-President:  Jaqui Quinn Leandro  
 

Pursuant to Article 35 of the Regulations of the Assembly, the Alternate Delegate of 
Saint Lucia, Yasmin Solitaire Odlum, was elected as Rapporteur. 

 
  General Commission 
 
 President: Paolo André Moraes de Lima.(Brasil) 
  

Pursuant to Artículo 35 Article 35 of the Regulations of the Assembly, the Vice-
President and the Rapporteur will be elected during the first session of this 
Committee. 
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 Coordination Committee 
 

It was established as follows: 
 
President of the  XXXIII Assembly:   Carmen Elena Calderòn de Escalòn 
First Vice-President of the Assembly:   Jaqui Quinn Leandro  
Second Vice-President of the Assembly:   Martha Lucía Vázquez Zawadzky,  
Third Vice-President of the Assembly:  María José Argaña de Mateu,  
President of the General Committee: Paolo André Moraes de Lima    

 
c. Adoption of the Draft Agenda.  The plenary session adopted the agenda contained in 

document CIM/doc.02/ rev. 2 without modifications. 
 

 d. Assignment of topics.  The plenary session ratified document CIM/doc.3/06 rev. 2 
“Calendar of the Thirty-Third Assembly of Delegates of the CIM.”  

 
e. Installation of the Working Committees.  The President of the Assembly stated that 

the Committees would be established as follows:  
Dialogue of Heads of Delegation, integrated by the thirty participating delegations.  
General Committee, open to all participating delegations. 

 
 f. Deadline for presenting draft resolutions.  The deadline for presenting draft 

resolutions was set for Tuesday, November 14 at 12:00. 
   

g Order of Precedence of the Delegations.   The Secretariat read the order of 
precedence of the Delegations, which was established by lot, as follows: 

 
Belice 
Brazil 
Canada 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
El Salvador 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
Jamaica 
Mexico 
Nicaragua 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 
Saint Lucia 
St. Vicente and the Grenadines 
Suriname 
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Trinidad and Tobago 
United States 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Antigua and Barbuda  
Argentina  
The Bahamas 
Barbados 

 
It was agreed that, due to time constraints, there would be no individual presentation of the 

Country Reports or the reports of the specialized organizations, since they had also been published as 
documents of the Assembly.  
 

The floor was offered to the Delegates, who congratulated the President, the Executive 
Committee, the Executive Secretary and the CIM staff for their work during the biennium.  They 
expressed their satisfaction for the participation of the OAS Secretary General in the inaugural 
session as well as the importance of widely disseminating his speech.  The President of the CIM 
proposed adopting a resolution to congratulate and thank the Secretary General for his support of the 
CIM.  

 
The Delegates of Chile and Uruguay presented the idea of having a hymn composed for the 

women of the Americas, and proposed a resolution to this effect.  
 
The delegations emphasized the importance of having at the meeting the representative of the 

National Machinery for Women of El  Salvador, and the Principal Delegate of the country confirmed 
that she did form part of their Delegation.   

 
The Delegate of the United States referred to the importance of women having access to high 

level positions within the OAS, and announced that Carol Fuller of the United States had been 
recently named Secretary of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE).   Finally, the 
Delegate of St. Vincent and the Grenadines stated that they had prepared a simplified version of the 
Convention of Belém do Pará, which had been widely disseminated in their country and in the 
Caribbean region to ensure that the objectives of the Convention are reflected in domestic legislation, 
and offered to share this text with other countries.  
 
 The session adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 
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