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ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE CIM 
 
 

VOTE 
 
 Under Article 10 of the Statute of the Commission, only principal or alternate delegates to 
the Inter-American Commission of Women shall be entitled to vote in the Assemblies.  Article 18 of 
the Rules of Procedure of the CIM provides that “members of the delegations shall be accredited by 
their respective governments by written communication to the Secretary General of the Organization 
of American States.” 
 
 

REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS 
 
 As the principal delegates are aware, pursuant to existing statutory and regulatory provisions, 
the President of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the Honorable Nilcéa Freire wrote, 
on May 15, 2006, to the ambassadors, permanent representatives to the Organization of American States 
to notify governments of their eligibility for the posts of President, Vice President, and member 
countries of the Executive Committee of the CIM for the period 2006-2008 (Note No. 05-39/06). 
 
 As of the date of preparation of this document, several nominations were received, which are 
listed below: 
 
 

NOMINATIONS RECEIVED 
 
 
FOR PRESIDENT 
 
 Articles 14 and 15 of the Statute of the Commission and the corresponding article of its 
Rules of Procedure, Article 22, establish that the Commission shall elect its President from among 
the principal delegates of the member states that are members of the Commission, taking into 
consideration the principle of equitable geographic distribution and that the President shall be elected 
by an absolute majority of the delegates that are members of the Commission. 
 
 It is also established that the election shall be held at the regular Assembly held in the year in 
which the President's term of office expires or at a special Assembly convoked for that purpose. 
 
 As of the date of this document, one candidacy for the post of President has been received. 
 
 On May 30, 2006, the Government of Paraguay announced that it will be nominate the Vice-
President, Dr. María José Argaña de Mateu for the post of President of the Inter-American 
Commission of Women for the period 2006-2008. On June 1, 2006, the Executive Secretary forwarded 
that information to the ambassadors, permanent representatives to the Organization of American States. 
María José Argaña de Mateu curriculum vitae may be found in Annex I. 
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ANNEX I 
 
 

MARIA JOSÉ ARGAÑA DE MATEU 
 
 
Maria José Argaña de Mateu was born in the city of Asunción on May 19, 1961. She is the daughter 
of Colonel José María Argaña and Mrs. María Auxiliadora Guanes de Argaña. Ms. Argaña has been 
married to Emilio Mateu Cuevas for the last twenty years and is the mother of three children: Emilio 
Javier, Manuel María and Lara María. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND 
 
Entered the María Auxiliadora High School in 1979. 
 
Given a scholarship by the University of Tulane in New Orleans, Louisiana, United States, in 1980 in 
order to study accounting. 
 
She served as a banking official for 17 years, occupying, in her last placement, the position of 
General Manager of the Agency. 
 
In March 1999, with the National Unity Government, she assumed the position of Director of 
International Relations of the Women’s Secretariat to the office of the President of the Republic. 
 
In April 1999 she represented to Paraguay in the Latin American Seminar of Women's Affairs which 
took place in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. 
 
Moreover, she participated in the Fifth Ibero-American Meeting of Ministers Responsible for the 
Policy of Equality of Opportunities which took place in Portugal and New York.  This meeting was 
brought before the United Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women for the Preparatory Special 
Conference of Beijing.   
 
Coordinated the organization of the V MERCOSUR Specialized Forum of Women which took place 
in the city of Asunción. 
 
She participated in the Seminar “Women and Politics, a Challenge to Democracy: Perspectives from 
Spain and Paraguay,” which took place from June 24-26, 1999.  The Seminar was supported by the 
Women’s Secretariat to the President, the International Cooperation Agency of Spain, and the 
Permanent Forum of Women’s Organizations. 
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POLITICAL CAREER 
 
Mrs. de Mateu has become affiliated with the National Republican Association (ANR).  Since then, 
she has become an integral founder of the Movement “Reconciliación Colorada.” From this 
standpoint she has promoted the participation of women in the political sphere, representing them as 
a Delegate in the Central Department for the localities of Nemby, San Antonio, Villeta, Nueva 
Italia, and Guarambarè.  She was a member of Sectional N° 4, Vice President of the Commission of 
Women from 1992 to 1997, and afterwards, President of this Commission beginning in 1998, and 
General Coordinator of Women in 1999. 
 
Maria José Argaña de Mateu has also worked as a General Coordinator of Women from the Capital 
for the Project NICANOR ANR Afro 2000. She is currently a member 2001-2005 of the Women’s 
Commission for the “Junta de Gobierno del Partido Colorado,” and a member of the Women’s 
Coordinator for Nicanor-Castiglioni project 2003. 
  
Within the framework of the NICANOR 2003 Project, in regards to women’s participation as a cross-
cutting issue, she organized Leadership and Political Training Workshops for Women. 
 
Mrs. de Mateu was invited by the Secretary of State for the Rights of Women (SEDIM) of the 
Department of Justice of Brazil in 2002 in order to exchange successful experiences of regional and 
decentralized actions.  She has followed up these issues with the present Brazilian Special Secretary 
on Women’s Policies (Minister of State). 
 
She represented the candidate for the “Partido Colorado”, Nicanor Duarte Frutos, during his electoral 
campaign, before Radio Communication and Women's NGOs; furthermore, she was active in the 
Civic Forum organized by "Women for Democracy" which was supported by external cooperation.  
She has also been responsible for a gender approach in both the “Concrete Solutions offered by the 
Project (60x60)” and the government program NICANOR 2003. 
 
 
GOVERNMENT 2003-2008 
 
As Minister of the Women's Secretariat to the Office of the President, she has prioritized the need to 
transversalize a gender focus in public policies; promoting the equality of opportunities between men 
and women, decentralization at departmental and local levels, and special attention to the most 
vulnerable women. 
 
She has put forth one of the first measures for the reorganization of this Institution.  She aims to 
restructure and redefine its priorities towards a dynamic that will generate a culture of equity.  As a 
goal, she will promote the participation of Civil Society, bringing men and women together under the 
principles of equality, justice, and honesty for a better country. 
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